Physics 111: Introduction to Physics Seminar
Fall 2018

Description:
For students interested in a physics major/minor (N.B. and/or an astronomy minor).
Topics include careers, areas of current research, and library research techniques. (1 cr.
pass/fail)

Notes:
Does not count toward physics requirements of natural science major.

Instructor: Office Hours Class Time and Place

Dr. Sebastian Zamfir Tuesday12-2 Wednesday 10-11

B-205 Sciences Bldg. Wednesday 12-1 SCI A107

Phone: 346-4462 Thursday 12-1

E-mail: szamfir@uwsp.edu | Friday 12-1 Final Exam — Dec 12,
Or when the door is open 12:30-2:30 SCI A107

General Information:

This class will consist mainly of lecture-/presentations by the different faculty members
of the Physics and Astronomy department on some general topics in physics so the
students can learn more about current areas of research. There will also be two
presentation by staff of the Academic and Career Advising Center (Brianna Burke and/or
Sue Kissinger) on topics that could include: finding jobs/internships, how to effectively
use summers in college to get your dream job, information about applying to graduate
school, college success (study skills, staying organized, how to make your advising
meetings most effective/how to be a good advisee), resumes & cover letters, career
exploration/‘what can I do with a major in physics’, etc.

At the end of the semester, each student will give a five-minute presentation on a
physics/astronomy topic that s/he finds interesting. Presentation days will be the last two
full days of class and our final exam period. More information will be given as we
advance through the semester.

Course Website: http://www.uwsp.edu/d2l/Pages/default.aspx

Log on using your UWSP login and password. This website will be used for posting
attendance records, various notes & announcements, news, ppt presentations, useful
resources, etc.

Attendance:

Attendance of at least 14 of the 15 scheduled classes is required for passing the class.
Students must attend and participate in the final presentations to pass the class. If an
emergency situation arises (death in family, severe illness, etc.) please contact the
instructor as soon as possible. Email is usually method to contact the professor.

If you decide to drop a class, please do so using myPoint or visit the Enrollment Services
Center. Changes in class enrollment will impact your tuition and fee balance, financial


http://www.uwsp.edu/d2l/Pages/default.aspx

aid award and veterans educational benefit. During the first eight days of the regular 16-
week term, your instructor will take attendance. If you are not in attendance, you may be
dropped from the class. You are responsible for dropping any of your enrolled classes.

o If you must be absent during the term, tell your instructor prior to the class you
will miss. If you cannot reach your instructor(s) in an emergency, contact the
Dean of Students Office at 715-346-2611 or DOS@uwsp.edu .

o If you are dropped from a class due to non-attendance, you may only be reinstated
to the class section using the class add process. Reinstatement to the same section
or course is not guaranteed. Your instructors will explain their specific
attendance policies to be followed at the beginning of each course.

o If you take part in an off-campus trip by an authorized university group such as an
athletic team, musical or dramatic organization, or a class, make appropriate
arrangements in advance with the instructor of each class you will miss. If you are
absent from classes because of emergencies, off-campus trips, illness, or the like,
your instructors will give you a reasonable amount of help in making up the work
you have missed.

« If you enroll in a course and cannot begin attending until after classes have
already started, you must first get permission from the department offering the
course. Otherwise, you may be required to drop the course.

« If you do not make satisfactory arrangements with your instructors regarding
excessive absences, you may be dismissed. If you are dismissed from a class, you
will receive an F in that course. If you are dismissed from the University, you will
receive an F in all enrolled courses.

Grading:
This course is graded on a Pass/Fail basis. In order to pass the class, the student must

attend at least 14 of the 15 scheduled classes and complete a concise report/paper
each week. The student must also give a short (approximately 5-minute) presentation to
the class on a topic of their choice in physics/astronomy during the last weeks of classes
or during finals week (either Wednesday Dec. 5, 12 or Dec. 17). Further information
about and the presentations and the grading rubric will be provided later in the semester.

Absences due to Military Service

You will not be penalized for class absence due to unavoidable or legitimate required military
obligations, or medical appointments at a VA facility, not to exceed two (2) weeks unless
special permission is granted by the instructor. You are responsible for notifying faculty
members of such circumstances as far in advance as possible and for providing documentation
to the Office of the Dean of Students to verify the reason for the absence. The faculty member
is responsible to provide reasonable accommodations or opportunities to make up exams or
other course assignments that have an impact on the course grade. For absences due to being
deployed for active duty, please refer to the https://www.uwsp.edu/veteran-
services/Pages/Call-Up-Guidelines.aspx .



mailto:DOS@uwsp.edu
https://www.uwsp.edu/veteran-services/Pages/Call-Up-Guidelines.aspx
https://www.uwsp.edu/veteran-services/Pages/Call-Up-Guidelines.aspx

Equal Access for Students with Disabilities:

Students with special needs should contact the Office of Disability Services as soon as
possible (http://www.uwsp.edu/disability/Pages/default.aspx) in order to request suitable
accommodation. UW-Stevens Point will modify academic program requirements as
necessary to ensure that they do not discriminate against qualified applicants or students
with disabilities. The modifications should not affect the substance of educational
programs or compromise academic standards; nor should they intrude upon academic
freedom. Examinations or other procedures used for evaluating students' academic
achievements may be adapted. The results of such evaluation must demonstrate the
student's achievement in the academic activity, rather than describe his/her disability.

If modifications are required due to a disability, please inform the instructor and contact
the Disability and Assistive Technology Center to complete an Accommodations Request
form. Phone: 346-3365 or Room 609 Albertson Hall.

Religious Beliefs Accommodation
It is UW System policy to reasonably accommodate your sincerely held religious beliefs
with respect to all examinations and other academic requirements.
You will be permitted to make up an exam or other academic requirement at another time
or by an alternative method, without any prejudicial effect, if:
e There is a scheduling conflict between your sincerely held religious beliefs and
taking the exam or meeting the academic requirements; and
e You have notified your instructor within the first three weeks of the beginning of
classes (first week of summer or interim courses) of the specific days or dates that
you will request relief from an examination or academic requirement.

Academic Honesty: Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of
academic integrity. More information on your rights and responsibilities are available at:
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/uws/14.pdf

UWSP 14.01 Statement of principles

The board of regents, administrators, faculty, academic staff and students of the
University of Wisconsin system believe that academic honesty and integrity are
fundamental to the mission of higher education and of the University of Wisconsin
system. The university has a responsibility to promote academic honesty and integrity
and to develop procedures to deal effectively with instances of academic dishonesty.
Students are responsible for the honest completion and representation of their work, for
the appropriate citation of sources, and for respect of others’ academic endeavors.

UWSP 14.03 Academic misconduct subject to disciplinary action.

Academic misconduct is an act in which a student:

(a) Seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of another without authorization or

citation;

(b) Uses unauthorized materials or fabricated data in any academic exercise;

(c) Forges or falsifies academic documents or records;

(d) Intentionally impedes or damages the academic work of others;

(e) Engages in conduct aimed at making false representation of a student's academic performance;
or

(F) Assists other students in any of these acts.
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Help Resources

Tutoring Advising Safety and Health

General

Support
Tutoring and Learning Academic and Dean of Counseling Center,
Center helps with Study Career Advising  Students Delzell Hall, ext.
Skills, Writing, Technology, Center, 320 Office, 212 3553. Health Care,
Math, & Science. 018 Albertson Hall, Old Main, ext. Delzell Hall, ext.
Albertson Hall, ext 3568 ext 3226 2611 4646

UWSP Service Desk

The Office of Information Technology (IT) provides a Service Desk to assist students
with connecting to the Campus Network, virus and spyware removal, file recovery,
equipment loan, and computer repair. You can contact the Service Desk via email at
techhelp@uwsp.edu or at (715) 346-4357 (HELP) or visit:
https://www.uwsp.edu/infotech/Pages/ServiceDesk/default.aspx

In case of emergency:
In the event of a medical emergency call 9-1-1 or use Red Emergency Phone. Offer
assistance if trained and willing to do so. Guide emergency responders to victim.

In the event of a tornado warning, proceed to the lowest level interior room without
window exposure. See www.uwsp.edu/rmgt/Pages/em/procedures/other/floor-plans.aspx
for floor plans showing severe weather shelters on campus. Avoid wide-span structures
(gyms, pools or large

classrooms).

In the event of a fire alarm, evacuate the building in a calm manner. Meet at DUC. Notify
instructor or emergency command personnel of any missing individuals.

Active Shooter/Code React — Run/Escape, Hide, Fight. If trapped hide, lock doors, turn
off lights, spread out and remain quiet. Call 9-1-1 when it is safe to do so. Follow
instructions of emergency responders.

See UW-Stevens Point Emergency Procedures at
www.uwsp.edu/rmgt/Pages/em/procedures for details on all emergency response at UW-
Stevens Point.

Final note: Common courtesy dictates that students attending a class should remain
seated for the duration of class. While in class students should refrain from using phones,
music players, head phones, etc. and should also refrain from gossiping/chatting while
the professor is lecturing and other students are listening and taking notes.
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